sToNHAM SCREECHER

Winter 2015

| ‘
Cecil the Spe(’"a"‘ed ow Cobweb's Corper

qherschools News dr of the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary ~ www.owl=help.org.uk




that we sit -
ver ;
a tasty treat p: sy

sses...then we POI?:lgglm vt

It is diffie . -

ul ; y

we like to h;rdfeoivslelz:/s }',” the wild as w7 B

. IS makes us dif§ anging folia =% Spectacled . '

cu'f ge. ? o ow's ,lve H o
| for predators to spot! N g(l):’wc: of South Ame;i';;all‘:xmm and woodland
B - mbia and the Amazo are common in ¢ .

| azon, osta Rica,

= Ty

1\:‘_\_‘_ .-a' i 3

1,,

S
b

S B =
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TEAM $.0.8. IN TRAINING

When summer ends and autumn arrives,
big changes are made to the they are too heavy to work. Their weight needs to
Suffolk Owl Sanctuary’s flying team. M be carefully reduced before they can begin training.

Hawks which have spent the summer months
relaxing in the aviaries are brought out fo work on
falconry courses and field days.

Once they are the proper weight for flying,
the falconers fit them with soft leather
anklets and jesses, so that they can hold
thew securely without hurting their legs.

The first step of training is “fist jumping’”

The bird is placed on a perch close to the

ground. It is then encouraged to jump vertically

up to the falconer’s glove, for a tasty reward of food!

Fist jumping rebuilds the bird’s fitness levels and
rewminds them that the falconer’s glove
wmust be the centre of their attention.

The birds are then exercised ovtside, first of all on a

long cord or creance. This allows thew to fly further :
and wore freely, until they are able to navigate their §§ s 5 i 3

j way around the flying ground again. | The whole process of retraining Team $.0.8 for
the winter season takes about 6 - 8 weeks.
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4 Mary has to make new jesses for some of the Suffolk 0w| Sanctuary’s owls and o’rher birds of prey.
B Jesses are thin straps made from soft leather which the falconers fit to the birds legs to hold them gently.
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'5:‘-“3 Bald Eagle.....30cms. £ e ET e

32 Peregrine Falcon...1 Zews.

Harris's Hawk....20cms How much leather, in metres and cenﬂme’rres, Wl" Mary need
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Tawny OWl......1 Soms to make jesses for the following list of birds?

Barn Owl 1 2ewms.

L e
s . i a. A Bald Eagle and a Tawny Owl?
% Awerican Kestrel..1 0cms : ' b. An Awerican Kestrel and two Barn Owls?
‘ N ¢. Three Harris Hawks?
d. Two Tawny Owls, a Peregrine Falcon and a Barn Owl?
e. An Awerican Kestrel and two Tawny Owls?
f. A Harris’s Hawk, a Bald Eagle and a Barn Owl?




